Short of recycling, composting might be the easiest, cheapest, and most practical way
to get rid of, and yet still utilize, the excess biodegradable materials around you.

Not only do you save space in the landfill, but the end product of your composting ef-
forts can be put right back into your garden, providing organic fertilizer for your plants.

Composting is not really a new concept; but what is it and where did the idea first come from? Take a walk in the woods and find out; the methods
we humans employ to produce our compost are merely an imitation of what Nature has been doing since the beginning of time. Brush back the top
layer of fallen leaves from the forest floor and dig your boot or your fingers through the dark porous decaying organic matter, sometimes called
humus. This is the recycling of Nature’s by-products, a mixture of used leaves, tree limbs, grasses, animal bones and deceased bugs, all mois-
tened thoroughly by rainfall and constantly being mixed and stirred by that industrious and humble little being, the earthworm.

Our own efforts at composting enable us to use the by-products of our existence, from potato peelings to grass clippings, to do what Nature does.
The ways in which we go about our composting activities are many and varied.

Simple compost bins can be made inexpensively or even free, from the materials that many gardeners already have on hand anyway; a simple
box of narrow wooden boards nailed together with spacing between the boards to allow air to pass through, or 4 strong posts set into the ground
and surrounded by chicken wire or netting to hold the organic materials to be composted. Or one can purchase any of a number of bins, boxes,
rotating drums, barrels, pipes to put the compostable materials into.

And, speaking of that, just what materials can we put into the compost heap? Look around you and start with the closest at hand, things you dis-
card most every day; kitchen scraps, for instance, like coffee grounds, vegetable peelings, used paper towels and napkins, banana peels, peanut
hulls, tea bags, egg shells, apple cores, etc.

Walk outdoors, and a whole new world of useable materials appears, grass clippings, fallen leaves, prunings from your roses or other plants, dead
and dying leaves from your flower beds, weeds and other undesirable vegetation.

Materials for the compost heap are plentiful, the important thing is to just get started on the process. Think recycling and think composting!

Both these activities increase your awareness of your environment, and you will become more tuned in to the things you actually can save from

the landfill.
SVMGA 2009 PROGRAMS

7122 Bridgeport Historical Museum

Picnic and Tour 6:00 pm
8/26 Tour of Marge Greskowiak’s Garden

Info to follow 7:00 pm
9/23 To be determined

Anderson Enrichment Center, Saginaw 7:00 pm
10/3 An Autumn Affair for Gardeners-SVMGA Seminar

Swan Valley Conference Center
10/28  To be determined

Anderson Enrichment Center, Saginaw 7:00 pm
1118  To be determined

Anderson Enrichment Center, Saginaw 7:00 pm

December, 2009

Annual Christmas Party
First Presbyterian Church, Saginaw

Douglas L. Bishop—Internet Posting

An Autumn Affair for Gardeners

On Saturday, October 3rd, SVMGA will present an educa-
tion seminar, An Autumn Affair for Gardeners. This seminar
will be held at Swan Valley Conference Center. It is open to
all gardeners and features experts sharing the latest in gar-
dening information.

Saginaw Valley Master Gardener
Association Mission Statement

“Joining together as Master Gardeners, our mission is to promote our en-
thusiasm and knowledge of gardening by a wide variety of educational and
volunteer activities in a spirit of fun and friendship.”




