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Bond’s garden design includes her neighbors

It'staken Melva Bond nearly four years
to rip out overgrown shrubs, clear brush
and enrich the sandy beds that were a part
of her 1.6 acre lot in Bridgeport Township.

And while she’ s been busy planting
those newly exposed areas — asif that's
not enough work — she also has designs
on her neighbors’ yards.

“WEe're going to

ments Bond has made and walk the tree-
covered woodland path she has created
in the back of her yard.

“1"ve got five patios off the house and
| liketo sit out and enjoy my yard,”’
Bond says— that is, if she’'s not enrich-
ing a new flowerbed, planting or weed-
ing.

“You couldn’t even

make a disappearing |
dry creek bed with
bluestone that gives |
theillusion of water |
that starts here,”’ she
explains, stepping
beyond the bushes
that separate her
yard from her
neighbor on the east
and then walking
across her yard.

Complete with
large rock focal
points and a Japa-
nese-style bridge, the creek bed will end in
her neighbor’s yard to the west and each
family will be able to enjoy it, saysthe re-
tired Dow Chemical worker.

the garden of her dreams.

Melva Bond has dug out old, woody
shrubs, cleared brush and more to create

| seetheretaining walls
| around the house, the
bushes were so high.
] The grass was sparse
and yellow, the forest
line was dying and the
fruit trees were dying.”’
Different varieties of
hostas and coral bells,
have replaced the shrubs
in front of the garage.
“1 want to have a3-D
silhouette of a pond
made to hang on this
wall. My nephew isa
master welder so he's going to help cre-
aeit.”
She's added two large beds on either

Next meeting

- 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday, June 28,
at the home of Melva Bond, 3122
Ramond, Bridgeport Township.

- 7 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. business meeting

- 7:30 p.m. — 8 p.m. refreshments

- 8p.m.— 9 p.m. Tour garden

- NO GUESTS!!!

- Please wear your badge and bring a
chair.

- Directions: Take Williamson to Dixie
Court, left to Nichole, right to
Ramond,; or take Dixie Highway to
Gretchen (across from new Dixie Cut
Stone building), go right on Egan
which curvesinto Ramond.

side of the driveway with clematis, orna-
mental grasses, spring bulbs and more
hostas.

In the backyard, Bond is busy pushing
the zonal envelope with tropical plants,
like cannas, elephant ears, amaryllis and
eucalyptus.

There's abed filled with the peonies

(Continues on Page 2)
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Garden walks need your expert help

Sponsors of garden walks in Franken-
muth and Bay City are seeking Master
Gardeners to help answer visitor ques-
tions.

The Secret Gardens of Frankenmuth
walk is from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday,
June 25.

It features 8 private and public gardens
in Frankenmuth and Bridgeport. Tickets
are $12 in advance or $15 the day of the
walk.

Master Gardeners would answer ques-
tions about plants and gardening during
the walk. To volunteer, contact Sharrill
McNally at 652-9299.

Tickets for the walk, which detail the
locations of the gardens, are available at

Frankenmuth Community Education
Office and the Frankenmuth Historical
Museum.

The Bay City Garden Club’s annual
Garden Walk isfrom 11 am. to 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 22, and includes seven
private gardens.

Proceeds go to the Disability Ser-
vices Resource Center.

To volunteer, call Debbie Holbein at
652-8547.

Tickets are $8 prior to the walk and
$10 the day of thewalk. Thereadsoisa
box lunch, available from the Bay City
Country Club from 11 am. to 2 p.m.

while quantities last.
Continues on Page 2
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Andersen Center hosts Rose and Garden Fest June 22

Learn about a variety of gardening
topics during the second annual Rose
and Garden Festival Thursday, June 22,
at the Andersen Enrichment Center and
adjoining Lucille E. Andersen Garden,
120 EzraRust Drive.

Earn volunteer credits...

Continues from Page 1

Tickets are available at Abele’s
Greenhouses and Boehler’'s Greenhouses
in Saginaw; and Batschke Garden Cen-
ter, Bay Regional Medical Center Gift
Shop, Begick Nursery, Herman Hiss and
Co., Monitor Pharmacy, Bay Landscap-
ing, My Secret Garden and Three French
Hensin Bay County.

Tickets also may be purchased in Mid-
land County at Smith’s of Midland.

A walk planned for the Chesaning area
has been cancelled.

The Freeland Garden Club sponsors a
garden walk every other year. The next
walk is set for 2007.
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Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are
open to al without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,
disability, age, religion, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital
status or family status.

Michigan State University, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture and counties
cooperating. MSU is an affirmative-action, equal opportunity institu-
tion.

Admission isfree.
Thefestival, from 10 am. to 3 p.m.,
features free demonstrations every half

hour and a chance to talk to experts, lunch

and arose show and competi-
tion.

Topicsinclude: flower ar-
ranging, care and feeding of
roses, making compost, con-
tainer gardening, ponds, paint-
ing florals, urban gardening,
water conservation, flowering
and fruit tree maintenance and
more.

The Saginaw Rose Society will sponsor
a Rose Show and Competition for Ama-
teur Growers. For details, see Page 4.

Itis open to the public and judged by
American Rose Society judges.

Sweets and treats will be offered by
vendors including Leaman’ s donuts,

cookies and cider slurpies. Strawberry
shortcake will be served.

Vendors will sell miniature rose
bushes, day lilies, pond plants, hostas and
unique plants.

Also available will be decorative
pavers, birdhouses, lawn ornaments,
statuary, cookbooks, herb books,
lawn ornaments, and original garden
artwork.

There’'saso a silent auction of
plants, garden tools and garden mer-
chandise, including items from A
Simpler Time, Aquatic Gardens, Stone
Quest, Abele’'s Greenhouse, McDonald's
Nursery, Village Freeze Dried Flowers
and many others.

The Rose and Garden Festival is spon-
sored by Abele Greenhouse and Bay
Landscaping. For information, call 759-
1362.

Bridgeport gardener pushes plant zones...

Continues from Page 1

her mother down South had — and her
grandmother’s before her. They are all
white except for alone pink shrub.

“So they hold alot of meaning for me,””’
Bond says.

Her next project is a sandy bed outside
the kitchen and family area, which will
house arock and water feature, along
with atree peony, once she enriches the
bed with compost.

The woodland area takes advantage of
tall pine treesin the backyard. Bond has
cleared aleaf-strewn path, edged with
fallen branches to wind through a shade
garden, including smaller evergreens, tril-
lium and 25 different varieties of ferns.

“My husband Clifford wishes there was
some kind of plastic grass, but I’'m hoping
to expand these beds so there won't be as
much lawn,”” Bond explains.

She also has a butterfly and humming-
bird garden, aniiris bed, and alarge hill of
rhododendrons.

It helps that her neighbor to the west is
alandscaper, ready with advice and
equipment to bring her plan to fruition.

“1 got my interest in gardening from my
dad, who was avery avid vegetable gar-
dener. Because of that, I’m not so inter-
ested in flowers as | am foliage, leaf tex-
ture and color,”” Bond says.

“1 like challenges and doing the re-
search to see how | could amend and in-
sulate the soil to push the zonal limit.
(Gardening) helped when my husband
was four days away from retirement in the
military and was shipped to Cuba and
might have been headed to Iraqg. It gave
me something else to focus on rather than
spending all my time worrying.

“This garden islike painting a picture
with living things. In my head, | can see
how | want it all to look, now it'sjust a
matter of creating it.”’

The Bonds have three grown daughters
and six grandchildren, with another on the
way.

Sory by Darlene B. Damp, editor

Saginaw Valley Master Gardener Association mission statement

“Joining together as Master Gardeners, our mission is to promote our en-
thusiasm and knowledge of gardening by a wide variety of educational and vol-
unteer activities in a spirit of fun and friendship.”
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Letter from the President

The other day | was reading the latest
copy of the Hosta Journal. This quote fits
my style of gardening: “If you planted
everything you bought, you did not buy
enough.”

Every time| get everything in the
ground or in containers, | find a bare spot
or remember a plant | specifically wanted
to try, so |@n off to Boehler’'sor Telly's
and end up with the patio full of plants
again.

Some thank yous are in order from the
Saginaw Valley Master Gardener Asso-
ciation:

To Ruth Sny and her crew for the con-
tainers at the Dow Event Center. Judy
Henning and her committee for the great
Adopt-A-Gardens at the entrance to the
Children®Zoo at Celebration Square.

Gloria Shuler and al the Master Gar-
dener volunteers who plant, weed and
maintain the |-75 rest stop flower beds at

the southbound rest stop near
exit 160. f

Jan and Dick Tanner for all
their work at the Military Mu-
seum in Frankenmuth; plus all of
the many Master Gardeners who
maintain gardens large and small all over
Saginaw County.

Do you need education hours? An
easy way to accumulate some is at the
Rose and Garden Festival Thursday,
June 22, at the Anderson Enrichment
Center.

The event committee has put together
an interesting group of presenters, doing
20- to 30-minute educational sessions.
There also will be an interesting mix of
vendors, and alunch that will offer
strawberry shortcake for dessert.

If you are a Hostaphile like me, you
have an opportunity to purchase some
great and different cultivars June 23.
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The Saginaw Farmers Market
Zq directors have invited The
Saginaw Valley Hosta Society to
sell Hostas that Friday at the mar-
ket on South Washington.

The plants have been purchased
from outstanding wholesale growers and
will sell at lessthan the listed retail
prices. Thisisagreat chance to add to
your shade garden.

All of the Master Gardener volunteers
who have worked so hard to make the
Saginaw Township Playscape on Lawn-
dale such a great place for children are to
be complimented.

The park looks great. Too bad it rained
on our plant exchange, but thanks to Amy
Fitkin for introducing most of usto a
place we were aware of, but had never
visited.

See you at Melva Bond' s on June 28.

Grey

Meet the gardener — Margaret Jackson

This“plain, old common gardener” as
sherefersto herself, was born in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, among nhine siblings.

She was 17 years old when the family
relocated to Saginaw. Her fa-

“God gives everyone in the South.”
She continued teaching in Saginaw
Public Schools until the “big lay off.”
Although she already had a master’s
degree, she was talked

ther worked at Chevrolet Grey
Iron when the family moved
into a home at Warren and Car-
oll.

After attending city schools,
Margaret Jackson entered

into taking extra classes
so she could teach spe-
cial education.

She needed only 19
hours, but completed 30.
She has certifications for
emotionally impaired and

Saginaw Valley College where
she earned a teaching degree.
Her first job was at Sacred
Heart where she taught first
grade and loved it.

Says Margaret, “children in first grade
don’t know an A from a bull frog, but by
the end of the year they know it all!”

Watching those little minds grow was
the great thrill of teaching for Margaret.

One day, afirst grader who was always
in trouble, informed Margaret his mom
was “tired of you calling our home with
your down-home-talking self.”

That has not changed! When discussing
the plants Margaret enjoys, she often refers
to down-home plants, such as the rhodo-
dendron that grow everywhere, “like trees
in Chattanooga’ or the Rose of Sharon that

more.

Margaret Jackson enjoys
gardening, swimming and

learning disabled.

While taking classes,
Margaret says she was the
only black personin class
and felt like a“fly in the buttermilk.” It
was then she decided she would for-
ever after be “the person with the ball
cap on.” Thus you will recognize Mar-
garet at our meetings — she will not
even need her name tag.

Margaret retired June 9, 2000, after
28 years of teaching. She worked at
Hudson's for awhile, then asked her-
self, “what am | doing?”’

Her husband retired from Grey Iron
as a pipe fitter and tends a large vegeta-
ble garden in afull city lot behind their
home. Sadly, they lost both of their

daughters, Alfredaand Willietta, to sickle
cell anemia. Says Margaret, “my garden
became my children.”

To learn more, she joined the Master
Gardener class of 2005 and has worked at
the Children’s Zoo and the Rose Garden
to advance her hours. She also has volun-
teered two years with the County Exten-
sion Service' stree sale in Chesaning.

“We unload the trucks, unwrap the
trees, count them and separate the or-
ders.”

For several years, Margaret and her
husband traveled, especially at Christmas
time to various places in the United
States, Canada and Mexico. Today she
prefersto travel in her gardening circles.

In her Saginaw garden, she has a dozen
Or so roses, daisies, hostas, lupine and
cone flowers — yet she can hardly wait
for the next plant exchange.

Asfor hobbies, Margaret says she loves
to exercise, although she says her mouth
getsthe best exercise, “I loveto talk.”

She swims at the YMCA, proudly after
years of not being able to swim.

“With my flippers| can swim one mile
in one hour and fifteen minutes.”

Sory by Joan Martin
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Odds and ends

New MG coordinator named

Nancy L. Burd isthe new Master Gar-
dener Coordinator.

She transferred to Saginaw when the
the East Central Regional office of MSU
Extension in Midland was closed.

Contact her at 758-2504 or e-mail
burd@msu.edu.

Enter Rose Show June 22

The Saginaw Rose and Garden Club
will host a Rose Show and Competition
for Amateur Growers and Experienced
Growers at the Andersen Enrichment
Center on Thursday, June 22.

Entries will be accepted that day from
9am. until 11 am.

Judging will take place from 11:30 a.
m. until 12:30 p.m.

All Saginaw County residents are in-
vited to enter arose from their garden
for the show.

One rose will be chosen asBest in
Show. That winner will receive a one-
year free membership to the Saginaw
Rose Society.

Blue ribbons will be awarded in sev-
eral categories.

Roses will be judged on shape, condi-
tion, healthiness, balance and proportion
of rose and stem and other factors.

Just one bloom per stem or sprays are
allowed and roses must be garden
grown.

Standard size or miniature roses may
be entered. Standard size roses should
have a 12-inch stem. VVases will be pro-
vided.

Roses will be judged by American
Rose Society judges and official Ameri-
can Rose Society blue ribbons will be
awarded.

The roses will be on display at the An-
dersen Center from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Call 759-1362 for more information.

Plant a Row for Hungry

announces drop off sites

Gardeners who want to help needy
residents are invited to grow vegetables
and donate them to Plant a Row for the
Hungry.

The not for profit group has partnered
with Hidden Harvest.

If you have vegetables or fruit you

would like to donate, please have your
extra produce at the nearest location by 8
am. Monday or Wednesday.

Pick-up runs from Monday, July 10, to
Wednesday, Sept. 27.

Thelocations are: Stearns, 1175 W.
Tuscola, Frankenmuth, front porch, call
652-3892; Putnam, 8850 S. Gera Road,
Birch Run, in front of garage, call 652-
8909; Stoppleworth, 1435 Houlihan,
Spaulding Township, front porch, call
777-0819; or Burk, 5469 Fraser, Bay
City, in front of pole barn, call 684-3887
or 385-3657.

For more information about the pro-
gram, call Liz Stearns at 652-3892.

Thanks for your help!

Thanks to the following Master Gar-
deners, who braved the cold, wet weather
May 18 to beautify five senior citizen
centers around the county for this year®
Students Spring Into Service project.

¥

They are: Nancy Cot-
camp, Janet Martineau,
Mary Ann Malek, Raeann
Krauss, Debbie Keller,
Delores Hignite, Ann
Birkam and Ann Draper.

I know 1@n forgetting
someone...Y our efforts are
greatly appreciated!

Gail Caird

Zoo garden takes wing
A big thanks to Master Gardeners,

Donna Kieselbach and Judy Ross for their

asisstance in planting the Saginaw Chil-

dren®Zoo Butterfly Gardens on May 26.
These two special ladies along with

Joyce Linville, Eric Bryant and myself,

planted 15 flats of flowers donated by the

Freeland Prison in the gardens. Please

stop in and see the beautiful gardens.
Nancy Hales

Fund-raiser aids chorus

Abele Greenhouse and Garden Center
is offering a $20 gift coupon for $18 to
help raise money for the Saginaw Choral
Society.

Coupons are available from any Choral
Society member or at Attractions Hair
and Nail Salon, Crumbs Gourmet Cookie
Café, Edward’s Men’s Shop, Herter Mu-

sic Center, North Country Grains Bakery,
Prime Cut Hair Design, Quality Dry
Cleaners, Satow Drugs in Frankenmuth
and West Side Decorating.

More funds approved

for Master Gardener projects

Only $100 in grants remain for Master
Gardener projects after the SVMGA
board approved a landscaping improve-
ment proposal for Ling Elementary
School in Hemlock.

The grant will help purchase plants,
small rocks and mulch.

In addition, the board approved the
Houghton-Jones School Clean and Green
Day as an opportunity for Master Garden-
ersto earn volunteer hours.

Residents in the 300 block, from Ninth
to 11th streets are cleaning and planting
their neighborhood to beautify the dis-
tressed area.

Although SVMGA didn’'t learn about
the project in time to seek volunteers from
its membership to help, effortsin thisarea
will continue throughout the growing sea-
son. For information, contact Grey
Gitzen, 792-0615.

Hosta sale June 23 & July 1

The Saginaw Valley Hosta Society
sponsors a hosta sale Friday, June 23, at
the Saginaw Farmers Market and Satur-
day, July 1, at the Farm Market in East
Tawas.

The fund-raiser features more than 40
different cultivars, al sizes and colors, for
sale. Pots are 4 inches or larger.

All stock isinspected and virus-free.
Prices will be below current retail prices.
Proceeds go to the society’ s projects
and help bring in speakers for the group’s

meetings.

Members earn certifications

Nine area residents have earned
Saginaw County Master Gardener certifi-
cations.

They are: Mary Kathryn Andrews, ba-
sic and advanced Master Gardener; Bryan
L. Forrest, advanced and recertified Mas-
ter Gardener; Joan |. Dobberstein, basic
Master Gardener; Stephen E. Dom-

browski, basic Master Gardener;
Continues on Page 5
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Volunteer opportunities!!!

Saginaw Children’s Zoo...

It is crunch time to get everything
looking its best at the zoo for the Grand
Opening of the Underwater viewing area.

Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) is
Wednesday, June 14, followed by the
zoo®biggest fund-raiser, Blues at the Zoo
on Thursday, June 15.

Hundreds, if not thousands, of guests
will wander the pathways to get alook at
the newest additions to the zoo.

Please weed to your hearts content (an
hour or two would be great) anytime be-
tween 8 am. and 5 p.m. Attack any gar-
den area with large weeds — and if you
can®find an area to attack, ask for Darrell
or Mike, who will point you to an area.

Weeds and debris need to be put in a
wheelbarrow and taken to the dumpster
behind the carousel. All help is greatly
appreciated!

Contact Patti Decker, zoo horticulture

chairperson, at 792-6633, home; 797-
3478, work; or 860-0933, cell.

MSUE display garden...

Volunteers are needed for MSUE Dis-
play Garden, adjacent to the Extension
office at 1 Tuscola.

Volunteers work about two hours per
week to deadhead, weed and water as
needed. Work at your convenience and
earn M SU-required volunteer hours.

Contact Peggy Shaver at peggysgar-
den@sbcglobal.net or 695-5489.

Saginaw Art Museum...

Volunteers will meet from 9 am. to
noon Monday, July 3, at the Saginaw Art
Museum, 1226 N. Michigan. Call Shel-
ley Whitehead at 892-0719.

Saginaw County Rail Trail...
Aileen Cowan is seeking help for

More odds

and ends

Continues from Page 4
Sharon R. Remer, basic Master Gardener;
and Mary Kathryn Weaver, basic Master
Gardener.

Also Shirley Oryczcak, recertified;
Gaye Ann Sass, recertified; and Gustav
W. Schulwitz, recertified.

Thank you from art museum

On behalf of the staff and board of the
Saginaw Art Museum, thank you for the
Saginaw Valley Master Gardener Asso-
ciation’s donation of $200 towards the
completion of edging in the historical gar-
dens of the museum.

Y our generous donation is greatly ap-
preciated and will further help the mu-
seum continue its mission of providing
Art for All.

Warm regards,

Les Reker, executive director

State Hosta Society has

leaf show, plant sale July 8
EAST LANSING — The Michigan
Hosta Society Leaf Show and Saleisfrom
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, July 8, at the
Plant and Soil Science Building at MSU.

The American Hosta Society accred-
ited Hosta Show features hundreds of
hosta leaves on display, ranging from
less than an inch to over 15 inchestall
and miniature hosta gardens.

A large selection of Hostas will be for
sale from classics to the newest introduc-
tions, including H. “ Spartan Glory.”

Plants are priced below industry aver-
age and include cultivars not available
here.

Going to seed
SVMGA member Ruth Gardstrom
writes:

“The great gardening craze appears to
have hit a rough patch, with nursery
sales dowing significantly in the past
three years.

“Experts put some of the blame on the
(aching) backs of boomers, who just
can®bend or kneel the way they used to.

“1@n glad there®an explanation,” says
Gardstrom.

New e-mail address
Peggy Shaver’s new e-mail is peggys-
garden@shcglobal .net .

weed patrol for the season.

Contact her at 865-8784 or scratchcrea-
tions@worldnet.att.net. The Rail Trail
earns MG Trainees M SUE-directed hours.

Fall seminar...

Anne Birkam is seeking help to pro-
mote SVMGA'’s annual fall seminar, An
Autumn Affair for Gardeners.

Birkam needs volunteers for the Fran-
kenmuth Garden Walk in June — to an-
swer questions and hand out brochures.

Call her at 754-7090 or e-mail
abirkam@netzero.net.

Food Security through Family Gar-
den, Nutrition, Education Project...

Director Vickie Flynn needs volunteers
to mentor, rototill and build raised planter
boxes for participants of this MSUE-
approved program.

Families who meet financial require-
ments receive help setting up a garden,
including soil, seeds, tools and fertilizer.
Some 20 families enrolled last year and
this year there are at least 48.

“We also have someone interested in
organic gardening,” Flynn said.

Mentors would answer questions and
possibly visit the garden site.

Call Flynn at 758-2500 to volunteer.

Welcome!

The Saginaw Valley Master Gar-
dener Association welcomes these new
members:

- Richard L. Miller Sr., P.O. Box
6751, Saginaw, 48608, 793-9359; a
Master Gardener Trainee, 2006 class.

- Noreen Muellerweiss of 1075 S.
Raucholz Road, Hemlock, 642-5671, a
Master Gardener Trainee, 2005 class.

- Maureen Rehmann of 6752 Gar-
den Dr., Mt. Morris 48458; (810) 687-
8919;e-mail: snow-
dove20032000@yahoo.com; Master
Gardener Trainee, 2006 class.

- Gail Rosenbrock of 25 N. 8 Mile,
Linwood,l 48639, (989) 697-4201; e-
mail: Hikergirl2000@chartermi.net;
Master Gardener Trainee, 2006 class.

There are now 166 members.
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Minutes of the May 24, 2006 meeting

Grey Gitzen welcomed membersto
Saginaw Township Playscape.

Karen Tilden moved that the min-
utes of the April 2006 meeting be ap-
proved; Judy Henning seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Jan O’ Dell read the following treas-
urer’s report:

Balance of last report $6,894.18
Deposits 4/26 to 5/23/06 $776.50
Expenses 4/26 to 5/23/06  $1,362.27
Balance as of 5/23/06 $6,308.41
Funds for fall seminar $2,638.12

As of 5/23/06, we have 161 paid
members, with two new members
joining this evening.

Ruth Sny moved that the treasurer’s
report be approved; Amy Fitkin sec-
onded the motion. The motion carried.

Nancy Hales had copies of the
membership roster for those without
one.

Thetrip to Matthaei Botanical Gar-
dens and Great Lakes Roses has been
canceled due to lack of interest.

There are people signed up for the
other three trips: Meijer Gardensin
Grand Rapids, Beal Gardensat MSU
and Specialty Growers and Bellwether
Gardens in the Traverse City area.

Anyone interested in going should
see Amy Fitkin to sign up.

Grey Gitzen brought $5 off $40 pur-
chase coupons for Van Ootteghem’s
Greenhouse in Essexville. One per

Next board meeting:
5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
July 5, at MSU Extension,
1 Tuscola

Newsletter deadline:
Monday, July 10

Send submissions to
Darlene Damp, editor,
shrew @att.net

View the newsletter at:
Webl.msue.msu.edu/
mastergardener/saginaw/

person please.

Peggy Shaver asked for volunteersto help
maintain the M SU display garden at the Ex-
tension office.

Volunteers can work independently,
weeding, watering and deadheading. See
Peggy Shaver or Sara Clark, if interested.

Anne Birkam asked for volunteersto
work at the Frankenmuth Garden Walk
from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, June 25.

See her if you are interested in the volun-
teer opportunity.

Mary Andrews had an addendum to the
volunteer opportunitieslist. If you arein
need of the entire list, e-mail her and she
will e-mail you a copy.

Anyone who cannot get the application
for Summer Conference on the Internet
should see Grey Gitzen. He has a few copies
to give those who need one.

Any members who have not received
their certificates or badges — or need to
have them replaced — should see Gitzen.

Gitzen gave Mary Andrews her Advanced
Master Gardener certificate. She earned it in
arecord two months.

Shirley McNier had logo wear for those
who ordered it. Please pick it up. Sheasois
taking orders one more time. The lanyards
need to be replaced since gardener was mis-
spelled. If you ordered one and have already
received it, bring it to a future meeting to
have it replaced.

Anne Birkam asked those people who
volunteered to distribute the brochures for
the fall conference brochures to see her.

Anyone needing brochuresto pass out at a
future event should contact her.

Patti Decker has scheduled a work day
at the zoo June 3.

Judy Henning has information about
positions available at the Downtown
Farmer’s Market in Saginaw.

See her if you are interested in these
paid jobs. The market opens Memorial
Day weekend, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fri-
day and 9 am. to 1 p.m. Saturday.

Joan Martin announced a work day at
the Saginaw Bay Symphony office Tues-
day, May 30. All members were asked to
please come and help.

Shelley Whitehead said they will be
planting flowers at the Saginaw Art Mu-
seum Saturday, May 27.

Sherry Burkhart asked for help weeding
at the Saginaw County Rail Trail garden
off Benkert Road.

Mary Andrews said that a suggestion
was made to her that in the fall Master
Gardeners should go to the Saginaw City
Hall to put the bedsin order for the
spring.

Gail Caird thanked the Master Garden-
ersfor the $200 for the annual Student
Spring into Service Day, held this year on
May 18.

The day was spent cleaning up and
planting the gardens at five senior centers
in the county.

Judy Henning asked for volunteers to
help plant annuals at the southbound 1-75
rest stop Saturday, May 27.

Following the business meeting, mem-
bers enjoyed refreshments and the annual
plant exchange.

Submitted by Anne Birkam, secretary

Hosta Society sets remaining meeting dates

The Saginaw Valley Hosta Society has set
its calendar for the remainder of the year.

- Friday, June 23, hosta sale fund-raiser at
the Saginaw Farmers Market, featuring
more than 40 different varieties.

- Saturday, July 1, hosta sale fund-raiser
at the farm market in East Tawas, featuring
more than 40 different varieties.

- Wednesday, July 12, dessert and wine
meeting, potluck style, at Grey and June
Gitzen's home.

- Tuesday, July 18, Hidden Lake Gardens
tour.

- Wednesday, Sept. 13, Eric Stinson
from Cooley Gardens discusses perenni-
as.

- Wednesday, Nov. 8, anniversary din-
ner at Rustic Inn, featuring Mike Shad-
rach of Buffalo, N.Y.

The work date at Hidden Lake isyet to
be determined.

Membership fee is $10 annually or $25
for three years. Contact Elaine Rappley at
rappleyjunk@aol.com or 781-0570; or
Jan Meyer at IMeyer7317@sbcglobal
net or 792-2707.



Volume 10, Issue 6 Page 7

]! RS % BN #3F % "
! "# $
! % & '
' A ) & " ' )
"R+ - oo % ( "
) ! + $/ + + + 0" 12 1% ) 0
- ) + 3* *
" + ) 4 + + + +
0 4 Shpt Il , - ! *
! ! "
" / 0 2 ) )0 $. %
1 ] 1 "
& 012 3 oo ( + 5678977 - 5 (.
4 "y 5 # &/879: 77%; <= ) 8798=1"8:84 A >
> ) $ s oot

PPPP?7?77?7??2??27??77?7??27?7727?7?77?27?2727?777?7?7727277??77?7727??77??777?777?77??777?7777777777

% !

@ | 0707000002007 &N I SOttt dadddidsdddddddddddddd

(@12 , 9 5 B/ L,aC# ( )
EF ) 84 * 1"




Page 8 The Grapevine

6/17 — Tour Frederik Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids

6/28 — Tour of Melva Bond’s Bridgeport Township garden

7/8 — Tour Beal Education Gardens in East Lansing, Specialty Growers in Howell

7/26 — Tour of Deborah Keller's Thomas Township garden

7/29 — Tour Bellwether Gardens, Suttons Bay; Dr. Joe Blair’'s garden, Children’s Gardens, Farmers Market

wineries in Traverse City (possible overnight trip)

8/23 — Tour of Mark Torregrossa’s Weather Garden

9/20 — Fall plant exchange at Ruth Sny’s Saginaw Township garden

9/27 — George Papadellis of Telly’s Greenhouse, Troy, “Ground Covers”

10/7 — “An Autumn Affair for Gardeners,” annual seminar with Bill Cullina, author and plant propagator;
Chuck Martin, Dow Gardens horticulturist; and Sally Shepardson, Advanced Master Gardener,
Saginaw Valley State University, Curtis Hall.

10/25 — Bob Kuszmaul, “Propagation of Shrubs”

11/15 — Nancy Lindley of Great Lakes Roses, “Winter Hardy Roses”

12/6 — Annual Christmas potluck

Meetings from January to April and September to December are at the Andersen Enrichment Center.
Meetings in May through August are at members’ homes or other garden sites. For field trips, call Amy
Fitkin, 781-1670.

Spring plant exchange
draws eager gardeners

Members of SYMGA turned out in full force last

month at the Saginaw Township Playscape for the annual
spring plant exchange. And, despite the rain, most got at
least several of the plants they spotted during the preview.




