
Torregrossa’s first TV news weather 
garden consisted of two raised beds, one 
organic, the other non-organic. 

“ I hope to show gardeners how to use 
the weather to their advantage — and dis-
pel myths about Zone 5, where the aver-
age low is minus 5 to minus 15 below.  

“The last time we had minus 15 below 
was in 1995 and that was for four hours. 
How can you be fearful of four hours 
every 10 years? 

(Continues on Page 2) 

Meteorologist combines gardening, forecast 

The Grapevine 

A garden is one of the best ways to dem-
onstrate the weather, says Mark Tor-
regrossa, WEYI — TV 25 weatherman and 
host of this month’s Saginaw Valley Mas-
ter Gardener Association outdoor meeting. 

“ I can go through a three-minute spiel 
and say it’ s not going to rain, or I can turn 
on the hose and people immediately get 
what I’m trying to 
say,’ ’  says the 
Waukegan, Ill., na-
tive. 

“A garden is the 
perfect weather lab, 
whether I’m talking 
about hot, cold, 
frost, people relate 
to what happens to 
their plants.’ ’  

Torregrossa says 
growing up in the 
‘70s, a time “of 
great snowstorms 
and more than 100 
tornadoes’ ’  got him interested in meteorol-
ogy. 

“ I was about 10, gardening with my 
grandpa, when I issued my first forecast. 
The sky was really dark and he said 
‘should we water the tomatoes?’  We went 

inside and watched the news. Of course, 
back then, the radar wasn’ t nearly as de-
tailed as it is today, but he explained it to 
me — and it did rain.”  

He’s had a garden every year since 
then, focusing mostly on vegetables, 
growing produce he likes to eat. 

“But once my wife and I had a house, 
to make it look nice, we 
planted flowers and I 
appreciate them more, 
especially annuals, be-
cause you change those 
every year,’ ’  says Tor-
regrossa, a Master Gar-
dener. 

“ I was working in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
I had a Master Gardener 
on the show and al-

though I had worked in 
greenhouses for summer 
jobs, this person really 
knew a lot more than me 

and it made me want to learn more.’ ’  
It took time to find a class schedule 

that would jibe with his work schedule, 
but he finally enrolled and became certi-
fied. He recently retook the class in 
Genesee County when his certification 
lapsed.   
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Volunteers for SVMGA’s fall semi-
nar, “An Autumn Affair for Garden-
ers,’ ’   are diligently working to make 
our 2006 seminar as good, if not bet-
ter, than last year’s conference.  

We have the site, the speakers are in 
place, the lunch menu chosen, and the 
vendor selection is just about com-
plete. 

But we need YOU to make the 
seminar a success! We are asking you 
not to wait until the last minute to reg-

Next meeting 
· 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 23, 

at the WEYI—TV 25 Weather Garden, 
2225 W. Willard Road, Clio. 

· 7 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. business meeting 
· 7:30 p.m. — 8 p.m. refreshments 
· 8 p.m. — 9 p.m.  Tour garden 
· NO GUESTS!!! 
· Please wear  your  badge and br ing a 

chair . 
· Directions: Take Birch Run Road east 

towards Frankenmuth; turn south on 
Gera Road, go about 3 miles to Willard 
Road, turn east or left and go about 
one-half mile. TV station is on the 
south side of street. Park in lot. Garden 
is beyond the building and garage. 

It’s time to sign up for fall seminar 
ister. 

Please fill out a seminar application 
(See Page 7) and mail it, along with 
your $50 check, to our treasurer, Jan 
O’Dell, as soon as possible. 

Your participation in our sponsored 
events make us what we are today — a 
great group and one we can proudly say 
we belong to. 

Thank you, 
Aileen Cowan and  Judy Henning,  
Seminar Co-Chairs 

Mark Torregrossa invites SVMGA mem-
bers to visit the WEYI — TV-25 Weather 
Garden Wednesday, Aug. 23. 



ing or division, Chapman will explore the 
advantages of each method. 

Chapman has degrees from Michigan 
State University and Ohio State Univer-
sity. 

Tom Kimmel of Twixwood Nursery in 
Berrien Springs offers “Hardy Ground-
covers for the Midwest.’ ’  

Groundcovers have been his business 
for more than 30 years, supplying Mid-
west market. 

Learn how groundcovers provide 
greenery, color and fill in nooks and cran-
nies in the garden. Besides the hardy va-
rieties, he also will discuss the new Ste-
pables, which are ideal for pathways, bor-
ders and as lawn substitutes. 

Midland Master Gardeners will have a 
marketplace that is open throughout the 
day. 

For a registration form, visit www.
dowgardens.org or call (989) 631-2677 or 
visit Dow Gardens in person. The Web 
site also has a map of Midland. 
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  Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are 
open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
disability, age, religion, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital 
status or family status. 
   Michigan State University, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture and counties 
cooperating. MSU is an affirmative-action, equal opportunity institu-
tion.�

Saginaw Valley Master  Gardener Association mission statement 
        “Join ing together  as Master  Gardeners, ou r  mission is to promote our  en-
thusiasm and knowledge of gardening by a wide var iety of educat ional and vol-
unteer  act ivit ies in  a spir it  of fun and  fr iendship.” 

all aliens are bad’  mentality.’ ’  
Armitage, a popular speaker, is a pro-

fessor of horticulture at the University of 
Georgia — Athens, and earned a doctoral 
degree from Michigan State University. 

In addition to Armitage, William 
Mathis of the Wild Orchid Company in 
Doylestown, Pa., will examine “Hardy 
Terrestrial Orchids: The Best Kept Secret 
in the Gardening World.’ ’  

He will cover how to grow beautiful 
and exotic hardy orchids in your backyard 
or woodland garden — even in Michigan. 

Mathis, who has a master’s degree in 
botany and doctoral degree in agronomy, 
started the company in 2001, which grows 
and sells hardy orchids from North Amer-
ica, Europe and Asia. 

He is a regular speaker at the Philadel-
phia Flower Show. 

Douglas Chapman, horticulturist and 
director of Dow Gardens for 31 years, 
looks at “Propagating Your Landscape.’ ’  

Whether it is by seeds, cuttings, layer-

Dow Gardens hosts 2007 Know and Grow seminar 

TV-25 Weather Garden a teaching tool... 
Continues from Page 1 

“ I think you can push that zonal enve-
lope, like the tropical plants I have 
planted in the Weather Garden.’ ’  

Thanks to Abele Greenhouse and Gar-
den Center, there’s jasmine, a banana tree, 
lantana, hibiscus, Mexican heather, perilla 
and angel trumpet. 

“ I think the climate is changing. I’m 
growing vegetables well into the fall, like 
lettuce and spinach. It gets too hot to 
quick for that stuff in the summer. 

“Even after the first frost, you could 
have another month of growing season, if 
you watch it.’ ’  

Torregrossa says he’s already picked 
his first sweet corn, beating a farm expert 
by two days. 

And the Weather Garden may just be 
the secret to the successful barbecue 
sauce he and wife Lisa create every year. 

It again took first place at the annual 
Pig Gig in Bay City. It is their ninth win 

in 11 years. 
While he said it has a lot of ingredients, 

he didn’ t share his winning recipe. 
“ I try to have a few signal plants in the 

Weather Garden, like forsythia and lilacs, 
plants that tell you what you need to do in 
terms of gardening. Actually, my lilacs 
are blooming a second time.’ ’  

He always grows potatoes, onions, gar-
lic and horseradish. 

“My father-in-law has a recipe for a 
deadly horseradish,’ ’  Torregrossa said.  

“We usually take a whole day, grinding 
it up and making it.’ ’  

Besides Iowa and WEYI TV-25, Tor-
regrossa has worked at TV-5 in Saginaw, 
NBC in Green Bay, Wis., and Merrill 
Lynch before returning to this area. 

“ I have a Weather Garden Club at 
NBC25online.com, where I send out the 
tips I’ve learned. The garden has brought 
me in contact with all different kinds of 
people.’ ’  

MIDLAND — Horticulture professor 
and writer Allan Armitage will share his 
appreciation for native plants at a one-
day Know and Grow seminar Saturday, 
March 3 at the Midland Center for the 
Arts, Eastman and West St. Andrews. 

Sponsored by Dow Gardens, it is from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Early registration is $50; or $60 after 
Feb. 1, including lunch and refresh-
ments. 

Master Gardeners earn five education 
credits for attending. 

Armitage, who has published 10 
books, will give a common sense ap-
proach to native herbaceous plants — 
those that work and some other non-
natives to go with them. 

His topic is “ If Native Plants are the 
Next Great Garden Passion, Shouldn’ t 
We Be Buying the Good Stuff?’ ’  

“Let’s encourage more people to in-
clude natives in their gardens,’ ’  he says. 

“However, it will never happen if we 
can’ t get past the ‘all natives are good, 



But Judy Henning and Aileen 
Cowan, the event co-chairs, have 
their fingers crossed because regis-
trations are lagging behind previ-
ous years.  

Please get your registrations in 
soon. 

 
Ruth Sny is heading up a committee for 

the Saginaw Valley Master Gardener As-
sociation that will be selling perennials 
Friday, Sept. 15, at the Saginaw Farmers 
Market.  

If you will be dividing or digging up 
unwanted plants, pot them and give Ruth 
a call. She promises to pamper all plants 
at “Sny Park’ ’  until the sale. 

 
I©m looking forward to our August 23 

meeting in the TV channel 25 Weather 
Garden with Mark Torregrossa.  

See you then. 
Grey  

I©ve been rereading W. George 
Schmid’s “An Encyclopedia of Shade 
Perennials”  and the second time around 
leads to a new set of insights.  

George spent many hours at his grand-
parents’  home in Bavaria as a child, and 
had access to their shade gardens and the 
woods that surrounded their home.  

This association formed his penchant 
for all things that thrive in shade. 

 I also spent such a childhood in my 
maternal grandmother’s gardens and sur-
rounding woods that made up several 
hundred acres of the “ farm.’ ’  

I got to wander alone and with my 
cousins playing and exploring. I remem-
ber bringing many plants back to the 
house for identification and as bouquets 
that my grandmother graciously put in 
vases. 

 It’s no wonder I©m hooked on Hostas 
and all shade plants. Like George, I have 
been collecting them all of my life. 

Many, many thanks to Deb 
Keller for sharing her unique 
garden and lovely home with 
the 50 of us who were fortu-
nate enough to attend the July  
membership meeting.  

My question to Deb is, 
“How long does it take you to change all 
your magnificent clocks when our semi-
annual time comes around?”  

Those of you who toured her home 
will understand my question. 

 
“An Autumn Affair for Gardeners”  is 

quickly approaching.  
The speakers are secure, Cora Schaeff 

has a couple of loose ends to tie up and 
then the vendors will be in place. 

Saginaw Valley State University has 
been under contract since last year, and a 
great selection of bulbs have been or-
dered for our annual bulb sale. (Please 
see list below.) 

L et t er  f r o m  t h e Pr es i d en t  
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Next board meeting: 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday,    

Sept. 6, at MSU Extension,   
1 Tuscola 

 
Newsletter deadline: 
Monday, Sept. 11 

 
Send submissions to  

Darlene Damp, editor,  
shrew@att.net 

 
View the newsletter at: 
Web1.msue.msu.edu/

mastergardener/saginaw/ 

Registration is open now for the fall 
session of the Master Gardening class. 

It will begin Thursday, Aug. 24, and 
continue through Thursday, Nov. 16. 

Sessions are from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30   
p.m. every Thursday. 

Classes meet at the at the MSU Exten-
sion Office, 1 Tuscola, in downtown 
Saginaw. The office is in the Morley 
Building, located behind the Temple 
Theater on Washington Street. 

Cost is $225.  

Here’s a list of the bulbs that will be 
available for sale at the 2006 fall seminar, 
An Autumn Affair for Gardeners. 

Because of the unusual varieties, most 
bulbs are sold out before the conference 
ends. 

Proceeds go toward next year’s confer-
ence. 

Calachor tus: Symphony and Golden 
Orb. 

Eremurus: Spring Valley hybrid, Steo-
phyllus and Cleopatra. 

Colchicum: Giant, Byzantinum, and 
Alboplenum. 

Fr ittillar ia: Martha Roderick and Me-
leagris. 

Daffodil: Mount Hood, Carlton, Chi-
nese Coral, Fragrant Rose and Tahiti. 

Tulip: Mickey Mouse, humulus Per-
sian Pearl, Linifolia, Tarda, Tinka and 
Lady Jane. 

Allium: Globemaster, Schubertii, Hair 
and Lucy Ball. 

Arum: Marmoratum. 

Unusual varieties highlight annual  ‘Autumn Affair ’ bulb sale  

Crocus: Dorothy, Ladykiller, Tomma-
sinianus Albus and Herald. 

 Geranium: Tuberosum. 
Hyacinth: Red Diamond, Miss Saigon 

and  Yellow Queen. 
Muscar i: Aucheri White Magic, Ne-

glectum and Valerie Finnis. 
Nectaroscordum: Bulgaricum. 
Leucojum: Aestivum 

Each week experts cover a different 
topic related to gardening. Once partici-
pants finish the class, they must com-
plete 40 hours of volunteer work to be-
come certified Master Gardeners. 

Master Gardener Coordinator Nancy 
Burd also is seeking volunteers to help 
with the class.  

To sign up for the class or to volunteer 
as a class helper, please contact Burd at 
758-2504 or e-mail burd@msu.edu. 

 

Fall Master Gardener class starts Aug. 24 



not receiving a copy. 
 

You’re invited to a potluck 
If you pulled a weed, planted an adopt-

a-garden, waded in the pond or helped 
with Birds, Bugs, Butterflies and Blooms 
you are invited to the Volunteer Appre-
ciation Potluck and Garden Award cere-
mony. 

 It is from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 30, at the event tent at the Chil-
dren©s Zoo (big red/white tent at south end 
of the Zoo).  

Please bring a dish to pass. The zoo 
will provide the soda and meat.  

We hope to see you all there! We prom-
ise you won©t have to weed for your din-
ner that night — just come and enjoy! 

Patti Decker 
 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the Children’s Zoo 

Adopt-A-Garden Committee for taking 
2nd place in the Adopt-A-Garden Contest.      

We lost 1st place to Dr. & Mrs. 
Chaudry’s garden by 1 point.   
 There was a tie for 3rd place — member 

Alice Hudson and her daughter Heather 
tied with Ted and Judy Krawczak. 

Honorable mentions go to the following 
Adopt-a-gardeners: Gus Schulwitz for the 

Golfside "Zoo" garden in 
the parking lot; Bryan 
Forrest; Grey Gitzen; Pat 
Blakeley, and Bill and Judy 
Wegner.  

Our committee was sur-
prised by the win because  
the garden was doing 
poorly.   

But with perseverance, sweat and some 
sweet talking to the plants, the garden 
kicked in and performed well the week of 
the judging. 

If you have not seen the SVMGA gar-
den or any of the other Adopt-A-Gardens 
at the Children’s Zoo, you are missing out 
on seeing some real beauties.   

Thank you to a great committee for 
your hard work. 

Judy Henning 
 

McLellan leads Gardens of 
Ireland tour in May 2007 

 EAST LANSING — If visiting the 
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Od d s  an d  en d s  
Pot up your extra plants      
for SVMGA fund-raiser!! 

Saginaw Valley Master Gardener As-
sociation needs to replenish its coffers so 
it’s having a plant sale Friday, Sept. 15 
at the Saginaw Farmer’s Market. 

Ruth Sny and Nancy Hales are coordi-
nating the fund-raiser to add to the gen-
eral fund. 

Anyone interested in voluntering 
should contact Sny at 792-5688 or 928-
7315. 

Please deliver plants to Sny’s home at 
4465 Mackinaw before the sale. 

Volunteers will be needed to help sell 
plants and get plants to the sale site. 

 
 
Looking for new officers          
for 2007 — 2008 

It’s time to nominate new officers to 
the SVMGA board for 2007 and 2008. 

President Grey Gitzen has appointed a 
committee, led by Bill Wegner, to enlist 
new officers, including  president, vice 
president, secretary, treasurer and pro-
gram director. 

Don’ t worry if you don’ t have a lot of 
experience. The former president serves 
in an ex-officio capacity advising new 
board members on past policies and pro-
cedures. 

Current terms expire in December. 
If interested, please contact Wegner at 

793-4218 or e-mail jwviolets@charter.
net before the August meeting. 

Wegner and committee members Judy 
Porter and Ruth Karpicke will call fel-
low members to recruit new officers. 

 
No newsletter? Try this… 

Members who don’ t receive a newslet-
ter by mail may go to the web site,Web1.
msue.msu.edu/mastergardener/saginaw/ 
to download a copy prior to the meeting. 

No computer at home? Visit a local 
library and use its computers to get the 
current edition, usually available on-line 
the same week as the deadline (the first 
Monday after the first Wednesday of the 
month.) 

Extra copies also are available at the 
MSU Extension office downtown, or at 
the regular meetings.  

Please notify Nancy Hales if you are 

gardens of Ireland has been on your to-do 
list, here’s an opportunity to visit the Em-
erald Isle at last!   

You do not have to be a Master Gar-
dener Volunteer to experience this once-
in-a-lifetime tour, says Mary McLellan, 
state Master Gardener Coordinator 

“Leaving Detroit on May 29 (the day 
after Memorial Day), 
we land in Dublin the 
next morning and head 
out to visit Power-
scourt House and Gar-
dens and Ireland©s 
highest waterfall tum-
bling 120 meters into 
the Dargle Valley!   

“From then until June 8, when we head 
back home, we’ ll visit castles, public gar-
dens, pubs, private gardens, ferry ride to 
an island garden and much, much more!”  

For the complete itinerary, go to the 
state Web site at: http://web1.msue.msu.
edu/mastergardener 

For information, please contact Robyn 
Gulstrom at (269) 629-9248 (from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.) or e-mail: rgul-
strom@comcast.net. 

 
Get project receipts in — now 

Master Gardeners who received project 
funding are asked to turn in receipts and 
any leftover funds immediately. 

Treasurer Jan O’Dell says she needs to 
clear financial records in preparation for 
the next board. 

Give receipts and leftover funds to 
O’Dell, or Nancy Hales, vice president. 
 
Zoo says thank you 

Birds, Bugs, Butterflies and Blooms 
was Saturday, July 22, at the Children©s 
Zoo. 

The horticulture committee would like 
to thank the following SVMGA members 
for their assistance in making this another 
successful year: Darlene Damp and Craig 
Beins for the cool bee demonstration and 
honey tasting. Bob Gubbins and Bryan 
Forrest for helping kids make birdhouses 
to take home. Judy Henning, Ellie Robert-
son, Ruth Sny, Brian Ott, Mary Ann 
Malek for explaining the rain gardens to 
zoo guests.  

Continues on Page 5 
 



I-75 southbound rest area... 
Clean-up of the southbound I-75 rest 

area is Saturday, Aug. 26. 
Project Chairman Gloria Schuler says it 

is early “so it will look good for the 
crowds on the Labor Day weekend.”  

The fall bulb planting will be Saturday, 
Oct. 21.  

Call Schuler at 892-7679 or e-mail glo-
bobarama@excite.com. 
 
MSUE hotline... 

Master Gardener Coordinator Nancy 
Burd needs volunteers to man the hotline 
and answer gardening questions. 

“Wil Hufton is only here one day a 
week (Tuesdays), and Phyllis Shlien is 
helping out on Thursday morning,’ ’  she 
said. 

“But we need to be able to give callers 
an answer more often than twice a 
week.’ ’  

Call her at 758-2504 or e-mail 
burd@msu.edu. 

 
Survey time at Farmer’s Market 

Aileen Cowan needs four volunteers 
each for two dates at the Saginaw Farm-

Volunteer opportunities!!!  
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ers© Market. 
They will conduct Dot Surveys and 

people counts.  
Times and dates are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 8, and Wednesday, Sept. 
13.  

Volunteers earn MSUE-directed hours 
working at the Saginaw Farmers© Mar-
ket. 

Contact Cowan at (989) 865-8784 
(leave message and you will be called 
back) or scratchcreations@att.net. 

 
Saginaw Children’s Zoo... 

Mark your calendar now for group 
work days at the Children’s Zoo: 

9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Sept. 16 and  
Saturday, Oct. 21; and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4 for fall clean-up. 

Patti Decker says volunteers will put 
the gardens to bed Nov. 4 and prepare 
the pond for winter. If time allows, vol-
unteers may start decorating for the 
Holidays in the City (Friday, Nov. 17).  

Rain dates may be on Sunday (Check 
with Decker). 

If the scheduled work days don©t fit 
your schedule, call Decker at 792-6633 

or e-mail rizzobfrank@aol.com. 
She will e-mail times and dates for any 

additional work days. 
Small blue flags have been put in areas 

around the zoo that need special attention 
such as weeds pulled, flowers deadheaded 
or monitored for watering needs.  

Please remember to sign in and out at 
the admission booth.  

Most of all THANK YOU! The Zoo 
never looked so GOOD! Work at your 
convenience and earn MSU-required vol-
unteer hours.  
 
Saginaw Art Museum… 

Volunteers will meet from 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Oct. 14, fall clean-up at 
the Saginaw Art Museum, 1226 N. Michi-
gan.  

Please contact Shelley Whitehead at 
892-0719. 

 
Saginaw County Rail Trail… 

Aileen Cowan is seeking help for weed 
patrol for the season. 

Contact her at 865-8784 or scratchcrea-
tions@worldnet.att.net.  The Rail Trail 
earns MG Trainees MSUE-directed hours. 

Continues from Page 4 
Janet O’Dell, Mary Novak, Teresa 

Bierlein, Kathy Leach, Pat Chelsky, Lynn 
Hauk, Judy Porter, Stella Thelen, Waunita 
Pettiford, Sue Albrecht, Joann Doberson, 
Bonnie Duclose and Kathy Berger for 
staffing the People©s Choice Award voting 
tables.  

Grey Gitzen, Judy Porter and Judy Hen-
ning for obtaining and assisting the judges 
and counting the ballots. Anyone else 
who helped that day, thank you! 

The zoo is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesdays and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun-
days through September. The zoo is only 
open weekends in October.  

 
Seven re-certify for 2006            

Seven more Saginaw Valley Master 
Gardener Association members have en-
tered their volunteer and education hours 

on-line — and earned certification. 
They are: Sherry L. Burkhart, Grey 

Gitzen, Joseph S. Leach, Janice L. O’Dell, 
Sally P. Shepardson and Ruth A. Sny. Leo 
R. Leroy earned Advanced Master Gar-
dener status and recertified. 

 
Bridgeport Historical Society 
plans August events 

The Bridgeport Historical Society hosts 
a flea market during the annual Car Show  
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 20, in 
the Historic Village off Dixie Highway. 

If you have things you no longer use, the 
Historical Society will sell them to earn 
money for the gardens.   

Sandy Lundy also would be nice to have 
help cleaning up the gardens beforehand. 

Bridgeport Days is Saturday, Aug. 12, 
offering a variety of  events to attend. Con-
tact the museum at 777-5230. 

 

More odds and ends…. 
Genesee has fall seminar 

FLINT — The MSU Extension Fall 
Into Spring Gardening Seminar will be 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
14, at the Genesee Area Skill Center, 
5081 Torrey Rd. 

Four speakers discuss “Putting the 
Garden to Bed for Winter,”  “Soil Build-
ing for Success,”  “Hydrangeas,’ ’and 
“New Annuals/Perennials for 2007.”   

Garden vendors will have unique gar-
den art, hypertufa containers, bulbs, 
tools and various other items. 

Early registration is $50, including 
continental breakfast and full lunch, door 
prizes and handouts. Registration after 
Oct. 6 is $55.   

For a brochure or information, visit  
the Fall Into Spring link on the MSUE-
Genesee website at: www.msue.msu.
edu/genesee or call Debbie Clark at 
(810) 244-8512, email clarkde@msu.edu 



EAST LANSING — The five work-
shop Garden Design Short Course Series 
taught by Lynn LaPointe Wiese will be 
offered to Master Gardener volunteers 
and the public starting in September.  

The series of workshops will meet in 
East Lansing on the Michigan State Uni-
versity campus. 

The Short Course Series, meeting on 
Saturdays,  includes the following work-
shops: 

·   Introduction to GARDEN DESIGN: 
Saturday, Sept. 16. Registration must be 
postmarked by Wednesday, Aug. 23, on-
line registration by Thursday, Aug. 24. 

Garden design series begins in September at MSU 
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to be placed at the area garden centers 
for our brochures.  

Anne Birkam will get with Darlene 
Damp about distributing them. Birkam 
has more brochures for anyone who 
needs them. 

Grey Gitzen mentioned that the 
Saginaw Township Playscape and Rain-
bow’s End in Kochville Township are 
now MSUE-approved hours.  

The volunteer opportunities list will be 
updated to reflect this. 

The Farmer’s Market is now open 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays. 

Ruth Sny is chairing a committee to 
have a plant sale at the Farmer’s Market 
on Friday, Sept. 15, as a fund-raiser for 
SVMGA. 

Members are asked to pot up plants to 
sell, label them and bring them to Sny’s 
home anytime before the date of the sale.  

Deb Keller has cut up blinds which 
members are welcome to take for labels. 

A nominating committee for the up-
coming election of offices in September 
has been appointed.  

Bill Wegner is chair of the committee 
and Judy Porter and Marilyn Karpicke 
are members.  

Anyone interested in running for of-
fice should let one of them know before 
the August meeting. 

Gitzen mentioned that the Horticulture 
Committee at the Children’s Zoo is hav-
ing a potluck for all gardeners who have 
helped at the zoo this year.  

Grey Gitzen welcomed 50 members to 
Deb Keller’s home. He thanked Deb for 
her hospitality. 

Bob Gubbins moved that the minutes of 
the June 2006 meeting be approved as 
published; Judy Henning seconded the 
motion. 

 
Jan O’Dell read the following treas-

urer’s report: 
Balance of last report             $6,105.47 
Deposits 6/28/06 to 7/25/06      $935.00 
Expenses 6/28/06 to 7/25/06     $899.00 
Balance as of 7/25/06              $6141.97 
Fall seminar funds                  $3,215.33 

        
As of 7/25/06 we have 167 paid mem-

bers. 
Elaine Rappley moved that the treas-

urer’s report be accepted; Ruth Sny sec-
onded the motion. 

A series of garden design classes will 
be held at Michigan State University this 
fall.  

More information about them will be in 
The Grapevine. (Please see below.) 

There also will be a garden trip to Ire-
land through MSU next year. (Please see 
Page 4.) 

Amy Fitkin mentioned that Mike Har-
vey from Telly’s will be speaking instead 
of George Papadelis at the September 
meeting. 

There are 20 people signed up for the 
October conference.  

Judy Henning bought brochure holders 

Minutes of the July 26, 2006 meeting 
It will be held after the zoo closes on 

Wednesday, Aug. 30.  
Becky Geidans said she needs volun-

teers to sign up for refreshments for the 
next several meetings. Please call her at 
781-1552 or e-mail rsgeidans@yahoo.
com. 

Judy Henning said the Saginaw Valley 
Master Gardener Association’s Adopt-a-
Garden at the Children’s Zoo received 2nd 
place this year.  

Member Alice Hudson and her daugh-
ter tied for 3rd place. 

Gaye Sass announced that the trip to 
Sutton’s Bay has been cancelled due to 
heavy construction on the roads leading to 
the area.  

She will try to plan a trip next year and 
have sign up earlier in the year to book a 
set of rooms at a hotel so it can be an 
overnight trip. 

Bob Sawyer asked about volunteering 
at the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail gardens.  

Sherry Burkhart mentioned that the 
Benkert Road area needs weeding desper-
ately.  

Anyone interested in working there can 
work when they choose. 

Deb Keller had her seed starting tray set 
up for anyone who wanted to see what it 
looked like. 

After the meeting was adjourned mem-
bers enjoyed refreshments and a tour of 
Deb’s garden. 

Submitted by Anne Birkam, secretary 

·   Advanced GARDEN DESIGN I : Sat-
urday, Oct. 7. Registration must be 
postmarked by Friday, Sept. 22, on-line 
registration by Saturday, Sept. 23. 

·   Advanced GARDEN DESIGN I I : 
Saturday, Oct. 21. Registration must be 
postmarked by Thursday, Oct. 5, on-line 
registration by Friday, Oct. 6. 

·   GARDEN DESIGN Graphics: Sat-
urday, Oct. 28.  Registration must be 
postmarked by Thursday, Oct. 5, on-line 
registration by Friday, Oct. 6. 

·   Construction &  Calculations: 
Saturday, Nov. 18.  Registration must 
be postmarked by Wednesday,  Nov. 8, 

on-line registration by Thursday, Nov. 9. 
Participants can choose to take just the 

Introduction to Garden Design workshop 
or continue on.   

Master Gardener volunteers who com-
plete the entire series and the required 
number of volunteer hours will earn their 
Area of Specialization in Garden Design 
certification. 

The Garden Design Short Course Series 
brochure and registration form are avail-
able on the Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program state web site at: http://web1.
msue.msu.edu/mastergardener 
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Upcoming 2006 programs 
 

8/23 —   Tour of Mark Torregrossa’s Weather Garden 
9/15 —   Plant sale to raise funds for SVMGA at Saginaw Farmers Market 
9/20 —   Fall plant exchange at Ruth Sny’s Saginaw Township garden 
9/27 —   Mike Harvey of Telly’s Greenhouse, Troy, “ Ground Covers’’ 
10/7 —  “ An Autumn Affair for Gardeners,’’ annual seminar with Bill Cullina, author and plant propagator; 

Chuck Martin, Dow Gardens horticulturist; and Sally Shepardson, Advanced Master Gardener, 
Saginaw Valley State University, Curtiss Hall. 

10/25 — Bob Kuszmaul, “ Propagation of Shrubs’’ 
11/15 — Nancy Lindley of Great Lakes Roses, “ Winter Hardy Roses’’ 
12/6   — Annual Christmas potluck 
 

Meetings from January to April and September to December are at the Andersen Enrichment Center. Meet-
ings in May through August are at members’ homes or other garden sites. For field trips, call Amy Fitkin, 781-
1670. 

EAST LANSING — Natural enemies 
play an important role in managing pest 
populations in field crops, lawns and 
gardens.  

To determine whether an insect or spi-
der is good or bad, a new pocket field 
guide developed by the Michigan State 
University Integrated Pest Management 
program can make the process easier. 

“ Identifying Natural Enemies in Field 
Crops”  (MSU Extension Bulletin E2949) 
provides information about common 
beneficial insects, both predators and 
parasitoids. While geared for field crops, 
the guide is appropriate for use with 
other crops and by homeowners. 

The 46-page guide features color pic-
tures of common beneficial insects and 
spiders, plus identifiable traits and de-
tails about their life cycles and diets. 

Contents are divided according to the 
major category of natural enemy: bee-
tles, true bugs, lacewings, predatory 
flies, parasitoids and ants. Another sec-
tion is dedicated to spiders. 

The spiral-bound  guide is coated for 
use in field conditions. View sample 
pages at www.ipm.msu.edu/pubs-
natural.htm.  

The guide is available for $10 ($7 per 
copy for orders of 10 or more) and can 
be purchased online at www.emdc.msue.
msu.edu/ or by calling (517) 353-6740. 

MSU has pocket 
field guide on bugs 

EAST LANSING, Mich. —Woodlot 
owners and others who want to learn 
forest management techniques and 
share them with others can attend a 
Michigan Master Woodland Steward 
program training session Friday 
through Sunday, Sept. 22-24, at the 
Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Cen-
ter, near Roscommon. 

Master Woodland Stewards take part 
in an intensive training program de-
signed to enable them to teach others 
about the importance of wise forest 
stewardship. 

Participants will explore such topics 
as forest and wildlife ecology, tree 
planting, forest management and tree 
identification during classroom and out-
door learning experiences.  

Instructors include Michigan State 
University forestry faculty members 
and other woodland management ex-
perts.  

Master Woodland Steward graduates 
will be asked to complete a special for-
estry-related project in their communi-

ties or commit to 30 hours of volunteer 
service within one year. 

 This service may include working with 
local MSU Extension offices or conserva-
tion districts, helping woodlot owners un-
derstand stewardship options for their land, 
planting trees or teaching children about 
forest management. 

The full registration fee is $300 and in-
cludes lodging at the MacMullan Center, 
meals, reference books and refreshments.  

The $250 commuter fee includes refer-
ence materials, meals and refreshments 
only.  

Registration is limited.  
Application forms are available from any 

MSU Extension county office or online at 
www.for.msu.edu/mws/. 

For more information, call the Roscom-
mon County MSU Extension office at 
(989) 275-4670 or e-mail kidd@msu.edu. 

The Master Woodland Steward program 
is sponsored by MSU Extension, the MSU 
Department of Forestry and the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources. 
 

Master Woodlot Steward program         
offers training session in Roscommon 

"I©m not aging, I  just need to be repotted”  — unknown from the book,   
"Time in a Garden" by Mary A. Agria (2006)  

Submitted by Ruth S. Averill, Advanced Master Gardener 


