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UPCOMING MEETINGS

President - Laurie Eberts-Carson - (517) 629-7225
1st Vice President - Susan Wilkinson - 796-8364 Our July meeting will be held at Hidden Lakes Garden on July 18th at 6:30,

2nd Vice President - Betty Lorenzi - 788-6485 followed by a class led by Ralph on hostas, and dwarf conifers. He is waiv-

Secretary - Sindy Bradley - 750-3295 : . . . .
Treasurer - Susan Nabozny - 522-3185 ing his fee for us, and the association will reimburse members for their ad-

3250 Kalmbach Road mittance to the Gardens ($3). Please see Susan Nabozny for details.

Grass Lake, Ml 49240

Volunteer Coordinator - Jody Hall - 782-7967 Those wishing to car pool: please plan on meeting at the Extension office
Editor - Kathleen Herr - 782-6673 at 5:45
kathleenherr@sbcglobal.net o

If you have suggestions, questions, or problems of any In August, we will meet at Shirley Dowding’s house to do leaf casting. De-
kind, feel free to contact one of the members listed above. [ tails will follow on the August postcard.
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THE SPRING PLANT SALE @
The spring plant sale was a huge success this year, thanks to the efforts of all the volunteers who worked so hard to
make sure the sale went smoothly. Some helped price and label the plants and otherwise set up for the sale. @
Some volunteered their time to work during the sale itself and to clean up afterward, putting the tables away, etc.

@ (What a show it was when the tent was being taken down!) All help is greatly appreciated. We also thank all the @

generous donors who made the plants available to sell. It can be a lot of work during an already very busy spring

@ gardening season to dig and pot up plants for the sale, but our members came through beautifully. Of course, we @
came so close to completely selling out, we will have to remember to ask everyone to try to donate twenty (instead

@ of ten) plants apiece next year!

A special thank-you is due to Darold Ebersole for all his work before the sale and for his skill and labor in sharpening

tools during the sale itself. Also, we gratefully thank Michael Bertan for his generous donation of very attractive
handmade paper towel holders. Thanks, too, to the members who brought coffee, donuts, and cookies to share @
with us all. What a nice touch!

@ This group effort led to our best sale ever..not only in total sales, but a what a great time together. Bravo! @

Our treasurer reports that our total receipts were $3,887.50, with a net profit of $3,541.63. After sharing our profits @
with the Friends of the Dahlem ($337.66) and the Dahlem Center itself ($1,181.82), our final share was $2,022.15.
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A Walk in the Garoen Serigs by Rajph Heiden

Day Date Topic Location
Tuesday August 8 MSU Horticultural Display Gardens East Lansing
Tuesdays  September Designing Perennial Beds and Classroom

12,19,and 26 Borders

Wednesday October 18 Backyard Composting Classroom
Wednesday October 25 Deer, Slugs, and Other Garden Pests ~ Classroom

Saturday =~ November 18 Tree and Shrub Pruning Workshop MSUE Office Grounds
Thursday =~ December 7 Gardens of England Classroom



GARDENING IN JULY

PLANT MOST LATE SEASON VEGETABLES by mid-July. Note the number of days to harvest indicated on seed pack-
ets. Direct-seed beets, beans, collards, cucumbers, summer squash, and cabbage.

MAKE THE LAST PINCH ON MUMS in early to mid-July to allow time for buds to set for fall bloom.
APPLY a control for grubs in the lawn in July if you have had problems in the past.

DRESS UP PERENNIAL BEDS. When spring-blooming perennials such as bleeding heart, fernleaf peony, and Oriental
poppy go dormant in summer, cut off their yellowed foliage and fill the gaps with container-grown annuals. Dig the plant-
ing holes for the annuals to the side of the perennials, being careful not to disturb their roots.

REPLACE COOL-SEASON ANNUALS. Cool-season annuals such as clarkia, Iceland poppy, lobelia, pansy, and stock
can't stand intense summer heat. When they start looking ragged, pull them out and replant beds and containers with
heat-loving annuals such as gazania, globe amaranth, gloriosa daisy, Madagascar periwinkle, marigold, petunia, portu-
laca, sunflower, and zinnia.

MAINTENANCE CARE FOR CONTAINER PLANTS. In really hot weather, check containers daily (or even twice daily)
and water when they start to dry out. Feed weekly with a liquid fertilizer. If annuals become leggy, cut their stems back by
half to invigorate plants and restore their shape.

CONTROL SLUGS. Slime trails and nibbled foliage are telltale signs that slugs have been eating your plants. Slugs are
night feeders that hide out of sight in the mulch by day. To trap them, place damp, loosely rolled up newspapers in the
garden at night. The next morning, dispose of the newspapers and the slugs hiding inside. Or try one of the iron
phosphate-based slug baits that are safe for use around pets and wildlife. If you don’t mind the look, crushed eggshells
spread around vulnerable plants will discourage slugs, and they don't rinse away like diatomaceous earth during rains.

DIVIDE TALL BEARDED IRISES. The best time to divide overcrowded clumps of tall bearded irises is six weeks after they
finish blooming. Lift and divide rhizomes with a knife or sharp spade, saving those with healthy new leaf fans. Before re-
planting, amend the soil by digging in compost or well-rotted manure and a handful of balanced fertilizer. New iris rhi-
zomes may also be planted now through fall.

RECOGNIZE SPRUCE GALL. Spiny brown growths resembling hollow cones that form at branch tips on Colorado spruce
are caused by an insect called Cooley spruce gall aphid. However, since the insects rarely affect the health of the tree,
spraying is not recommended.

WATER WISELY. Most plants die from overwatering, not underwatering, so irrigate only when needed (check soil mois-
ture first). To reduce evaporation, water when temperatures are cooler and air is still, usually in the early morning. Water
deeply to moisten the root zone. Adjust irrigation systems so sprayers or sprinkler heads spray only where needed.
Soaker hoses are an efficient way to deliver water along rows of vegetables or flowers. To keep the lawn from going dor-
mant, make sure it gets an inch of water per week.

THE SUMMER CONFERENCE

The Summer Conference of '06 is over now, and we are left with fond memories of a wonderful time together. Nine members
from Jackson County attended, including Mary White, Betty Lorenzi, Shirley Dowding, Susan Wilkinson, Jody Hall, Norma
Smith, Margaret Realy, Sharon Parker, and Laurie Eberts-Carson. The featured speaker, Pat Lanza, kept us laughing while
inspiring us to try her easy technique of layered, lasagna gardening. We couldn't wait to get home and experiment!

There were many options of classes, ranging from "Top 10 Companion Planting for Hostas" (taught by our very own fearless
leader, Ralph Heiden), to garden tools, perennials, clematis, garden tools, assorted MSU garden tours, etc. Just ask Sharon
what she thought of her class on Winter Seed Sowing, and be prepared for a very enthusiastic response. Jody learned how to
make her own chapstick, lotion, and heard about other uses for herbs. Needless to say, we were inspired, educated, and en-
tertained.

Thanks go out to Betty Lorenzi, Sallie Cole, and Michael Bertan for donating items for the door prizes. Our group managed to
win two prizes, which is always exciting. We left with our heads full of new-found knowledge, our trunks stuffed with plants,
and other assorted treasures that we just HAD to bring home, and smiles on our faces from a great time together at the con-
ference.



PREPARING THE GARDENS
by Barb Renner

Last week was “crunch” time!! Having agreed to host the Jackson County Master Gardener Association for a garden tour on
June 17th, suddenly there were only a few days left to finish all of the jobs that we had decided that needed to be done before
that date.

| don't think that | have ever spent a whole week gardening before, and R.J. helped every chance that he had too, weeding,
deadheading, edging, mowing the lawns, and trying to keep everything watered. It was a challenge, and we both were happy
that when Saturday arrived, we were ready to entertain our guests [See below for fabulous snapshot - MG editor] They are a
delightful group that are interested in learning about any ideas or experiences that you may want to share with them, and in
turn they asked some very in-depth questions and were very complimentary in regards to the layout and plant selections that
we have made for our shade garden. Laurie Carson (a loyal reader of the County Press) is the president of the group, and |
had told her that they could have their meeting on the deck. Who would have guessed that it would be 90 degrees with
scorching hot sun at that time? They quickly changed the location and decided to sit on the stone wall where there was a lot
of shade, while they enjoyed some cold drinks and cookies during the business meeting.

They presented us with tickets to their garden tour of six gardens within the county that they are hosting on Saturday, July 8th
from 9 am to 2 PM, which we will be more than happy to attend. | love to visit gardens of all types. The Carol Dingman gar-
den is at 1327 Warren; Dolores Ray, 604 S. Higby; Mark and Barbara Snyder, 3333 Vrooman Road; Lee Tingley, 4860 Se-
quoia; Don and Mary White, 9575 Hanover Road; and the Natalie Emmons Memorial Children’s Garden is at the Dahlem Cen-
ter.

You probably will hear more about this event, but if you love to tour gardens, this will be an excellent chance to see some of
the outstanding gardens in our area, so put it on your calendar and enjoy. There was also a nice turnout of people that we

had invited to tour the gardens later in the afternoon (when everything is looking its best is a good time to ask your friends to
drop in), and considering the very high temperatures, race weekend, and the day before Father’s Day, | really appreciate the

number of people that took the time to visit with us.

Now, with any luck, we shouldn’t have to do much more than maintain things for the rest of the summer. | still want to finish
the rock garden, change the contours of the backyard berms, move a lot of hostas, plant a little more grass, and try to make
arrangements to have a couple of maple trees removed. It's never good to be without a few plants brewing on the back

burner, but first | think that we need to go to Shipshewana and buy some more beautiful specimen hostas from “Hosta Bob”!




