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UCOMING MEETINGS
The March meeting will be Sat-
urday the 18th at St. Julian’s
Winery at 1 PM.  To get to St.
Julian, head west of Jackson
on I-94, to the Concord exit. It
is just past Parma.  It is exit #
127 (not to be confused with
highway 127).

The April 18 meeting will be our
annual membership drive
meeting.  We will meet at the
Dahlem Center at 7 PM, where
Tom Hodgson and Libby
Williams will give a presenta-
tion and garden tour.

Looking ahead to May, Mary
Ann Drake, chairman of the
spring plant sale committee
reports that this will be on the
20th from 9-2.  Instead of our

(Continued on page 3)

NAME TAGS!
Please wear yours to the meetings.  If
you do not have one, a name tag will

be provided.  Help us all get ac-
quainted!

Prepare for The Spring Plant Sale
As your plants come up, be thinking
about donations you would like to make
to the plant sale.  Plants should be pot-
ted up well in advance so that they will
have a chance to perk back up and look
healthy and attractive for the sale.  La-
bels or a short description or even a
photograph of the plants at their best (if
you have one) will be helpful to cus-
tomers.  While many things sell well,
unnamed daylilies do not, probably be-
cause they aren’t in bloom at that time,

(Continued on page 3)

Plan on attending the 2006  Master Gardener Conference!

Libby Greanya reports on last June’s very interesting conference:
The conference was held June 19-22, 2005 at MSU in East Lansing, Michi-
gan.  Attendees from the Jackson area included Sally Cole, Darold Eber-
sole, Laurie Eberts-Carson, Libby Greanya, Jody Hall, Kathleen Herr, and
Libby Williams.  This was my first MG Conference and I was pleasantly
surprised. The teachers were very knowledgeable and approachable. The
Jackson County Master Gardeners took the following classes:
Alien Invaders: Battling Invasive Species – Doug Pearsall
CSI and The Diagnostics Workshop – Gretchen Voyle & Terry McLean
Gardening in the Shade – Ann Hancock
Getting to Know Woody Plants – Mary Wilson & Rebecca Finneran
Heirloom Bulbs and Flowers – Scott Kunst & Rachel Kane

(Continued on page 2)

Falling Water Trail
Ralph Heiden sent us the following, which he
received from Pegg Clevenger, secretary of
Friends of the Falling WaterTrail.  You may call
her at 750-4299.

The railtrail from Jackson to Concord is finally
secured and the money is rolling in, from state
grants to individual and corporate donations in
Jackson County. The public is excited about the
reality of the Falling Water Trail, and we have
had lots of support from your membership.
We'd like to keep Master Gardeners included
every step of the way and and for them to help
us develop projects involving fen plants. At this
time, I'd like to invite all of your membership to
attend a public meeting on Tuesday, March 7
at 7:00 p.m. at the Cascades Manor House. It
will be a good opportunity to hear what we have
done in the last year and how we have secured
funding and our hopes for the future of the
Trail.

I hope that you and your membership will join
us there or at least spread the word that a most
exciting development in conservation, recre-
ation and fitness is coming soon to Jackson
County. We really need your Master Gardener
help!

Also, the gem of the Trail is the Lime Lakes
Scenic Corridor. We are inviting Master Gard-
ners, birders, botanists, biologists, and fisher-
men to join us on the Trail for Earth Day

(Continued on page 5)



Walk in the Rose Garden – Sarah Kinder
Living on the Edge:  Lakescaping – Beth Clawson
Let’s Grow Dahlias – Richard Peters, MD
Walking Tour of the Radiology Gardens
Presentation Skills for Master Gardeners – Marta Respess
Seed Starting from Scratch – Judy Henning & Judy Wegner
Perennial Gardening – Kim Francis & Robin Zaleski

I took two classes that had outdoor “labs.”  Other people did find that 2½ hours in a lecture outside in the heat was a bit much.
It was impressive to see the accomplishments of other MG gardener groups: a very eclectic group of people they are.  There
were posters of their projects and several classes related to projects For example, Genessee County MGs partnered with
MDOT (Michigan Dept. of Transportation) to transform their rest areas and provide horticulture education for travelers.  Mary
McLellan (Director of the MG state organization) was a “hoot.”. She and the Horticulture Gardening Institute, East Lansing
received the G.B.Gunlogson Award from the American Horticultural Society which is a very big deal. (AHS has a nice website,
by the way. You can find it at http://www.ahs.org/ .) The food was good and plentiful – they provided three good meals a day!!
Laurie and I stayed in the dorm – very Spartan (ha, ha) but across the street from the Kellogg Center where the conference
was held and thus quite convenient. Jody stayed at the Kellogg Center hotel. Both were reasonably priced. The rest com-
muted. (Depending on individual needs, carpooling would be a nice option.)  I do plan to go again and would encourage oth-
ers to come at least once.

For those who would like to plan ahead, the cost for the 2005 conference was $282 for attendees who took advantage of the
“early bird” registration, which had to be in by the end of April.  The conference lasts 2½ days, and the cost includes seven
meals. The regular registration fee, due by mid-May, was $332.  The breakfasts are continental, but include various sweet
rolls, bagels and toppings, fresh fruit, individually-sized boxes of cereal, milk, juices, coffee, tea, etc.  For those who do not
wish to commute, it cost $35 per night to stay at the Betsy Butterfield dorm.  This included a pass to the Sports Facility, al-
though there really was no time to take advantage of it, and also a parking pass to the Kellogg Center structure.  A night at the
Kellogg Center Hotel was $85, which also included a parking pass.  The parking garage is under the hotel.  Other hotels are
also conveniently located within the area.

Plan ahead also for “wildcard costs” - There is a nice selection of vendors at the "Green Marketplace” and the “MG Shopping
Mall" - the latter being an actual Master Gardener store set up for us, with a lot of logo clothing, etc.

Dates of the upcoming conference : June 19-21, 2006

(Continued from page 1 - Plan On Attending the 2006 Master Gardener Conference)

DUES ARE DUE!
A year’s membership is still only $10.  A new membership
list will be sent later, after members of this year’s Master
Gardener class have had a chance to join us.  Please send
any updated information to the editor.  Mail payments, etc.
either to the treasurer or to the Jackson County Master Gar-
dener Association at the extension office’s address, which is
1717 Lansing Avenue.
At the present, there
is no phone number
available for us there,
however.  We will
continue with our pol-
icy of a newsletter
every other month,
with a post card to be
sent out in the months
without a newsletter.

The Winter Gardening Seminar

The February 25 Winter Gardening Seminar was an over-
whelming success! With 95 people attending, plus the vendors
and the speakers, it was a day to remember. Janet Ma-
cunovich, Nancy Lindley and Tony Reznicek all lived up to our
expectations, and everyone left feeling that they had learned
something.  An e-mail received from Mickey Kress of Jackson
contained the following, "...it was the best $50 that I ever
spent. All three speakers lived up to [their] introduction. They
were attention-grabbing, knowledgeable, and passionate
speakers. It was a thoroughly educational and enjoyable day."
Thanks go to all of the Master Gardeners who arrived early to
help put information packets together. With your help, the day
was flawless. Profits from the event topped $1,500.00 for the
association. Total figures will be available at the March meet-
ing.



regular meeting, we will set up for the sale on the 18th from 12-6, followed by our
meeting from 6-8 PM.

Recommended proceeds split : JCMGA - 55%, Friends of Dahlem - 35%, Dahlem
Center-10%.  This proceeds split is still to be approved by the Friends. Last year
we did a 60-40 split, but since the Dahlem Center is now having to pay for more of
its own expenses (i.e. liability Insurance) the sale committee recommends that
they receive some compensation directly.  All dates and locations have been have
been secured with the Friends of Dahlem and the Interim Director.  The plant sale
committee comsists of Mary Ann Drake (committee chair), Nancy Ewing
(advertising), Janet Snyder, Terri Kutyna, Darold Ebersole, Marie Dillman, and
Norma Smith.

Also in May, on the Tuesday the 23rd, we will visit Buds to Blossoms.  Barbara
Thayer will give a demonstration on planting container gardens.  Plants and other
materials will also be available for purchase.

Our June meeting is scheduled for Saturday the 17th at 1 PM.  We will be touring
the garden of Barb and R. J. Renner at 4471 Springbrook Road in Jackson.  There
has been a suggestion that members meet for lunch at Knight’s first.  Details will
be arranged as the date approaches.

(Continued from page 1 - Upcoming Meetings)
and customers like to know what they
are getting.  Our profits at this sale de-
pend largely on generous donations of
plants.

If a donor cannot provide a photo of the
plant at its best, it is the plan of the sale
committee members to obtain a picture
from the internet.  You could do this
ahead of time for them!

(Continued from page 1 - Plant Sale)

Brighten Up Your Garden With a Touch of Gold!

Use a yellow-leaved shrub in a traditional garden as an accent or as part of a color combination in a grouping of plants. You
can partner yellow with blue, or gray with almost anything bright.  If you have a modern garden with minimal plantings, a mass
grouping, hedge, or curving border with some contrasting colors would make a dramatic statement.

You might also want to consider shrubs that produces yellow blossoms or fruit. This wouldn't provide year-round color, but it
would certainly have a striking effect at various times.  Some plants to consider for zone 5:

Thuja occidentalis ‘Margarita’ (arborvitae) - evergreen, full sun, chartreuse color that doesn't fade or burn.

Thuja occidentalis ‘Techny Gold’ - evergreen, full sun, pyramid form, gold and green variegated foliage.

Caryopteris incana 'Sunshine Blue' - deciduous, full sun, azure blooms, butterfly fa-
vorite, reportedly deer-resistant, brilliant yellow foliage.

Cornus alba 'Spaethii' (dogwood) - deciduous, full sun to partial shade, gold and green
variegated leaves.

Elaeagnus pungens 'Maculata' - evergreen, full sun to partial shade, gold and green
variegated leaves.

Ilex altaclarensis 'Golden King' (holly) - evergreen, full sun or shade, broad almost
spineless leaves with gold edging and a green center.

Philadelphus coronarius 'Aureus' (mock orange), - deciduous, shade,  golden spring
leaves that fade as they mature, fragrant flowers.

Physocarpus opulifolius 'Luteus' - deciduous, partial shade, pale gold leaves.

Cornus stolonifera 'Silver and Gold’ - deciduous, partial shade, cream and green varie-
gated leaves and yellow stems.



The Minutes of the February 2006 Meeting of the Jackson County Master Gardener Association

The regular monthly meeting began at 7:08 PM on February 21, 2006.  Twenty-eight people were in attendance to hear Matt
Campbell give a presentation about magnolias.

Susan Nabozny gave the treasurer’s report.  Our current checking account balance is $5,495.82.  This will change as we fin-
ish paying the expenses associated with the February 25 seminar to be held this Saturday.  Susan requested that any re-
ceipts for Association expenses be turned in within 30 days so that she can keep our records current and make reimburse-
ments promptly.

Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 18 at 1:00 PM at St. Julian’s Winery, instead of on the third Tuesday.  We

will watch a demonstration of grape vine pruning, as well as enjoy samples of wine afterward.  Members may bring guests.
Those who wish to car pool may meet at the Extension office parking lot at 12:30.

First Vice President Susan Wilkinson announced that our April 18 meeting and annual membership drive will be held at the
Dahlem Center.  Tom Hodgson and Libby Williams will conduct tours of the gardens.  More volunteers are needed to work
there during this year’s growing season.

Our May meeting will be held on the 18th.  This is when we will set up for the spring plant sale at the Dahlem Center, which will
run from 9 AM through 2 PM on Saturday, May 20.  The Dahlem Center remains convenient because a tent is available there,
as well as the “Gator.”  Set-up and plant donation drop-offs will be done from noon to 6 PM on the 18th, and will be followed by
our meeting from 6:00-8:00.  Mary Ann Drake, chairman of the plant sale committee, also talked about what kind of plants
would be good to donate.  We aren’t looking only for the unusual and exotic, but rather for plants that the average gardener
would feel confident about buying.  This year, pictures of mature plants, to be obtained from the internet, will be provided so
that prospective customers will have a better idea of what they are buying.  The sale committee plans to meet again on March
14 at the Hunt Club.

Also in May, on the Tuesday the 23rd, we will visit Buds to Blossoms.  Barbara Thayer will give a demonstration on planting
container gardens.  Plants and other materials will also be available for purchase.

Betty Lorenzi, our second vice president, who will be helping Ralph keep track of volunteer hours, asked that we get them in
promptly.  MSU needs them for their records.  Ralph Heiden also requested that members with unreported 2005 hours get
them in immediately if they wish to be invited to the annual summer conference.  In the near future, those who wish will be
able to bypass paper forms altogether and instead will be able to register their hours directly online.  Meanwhile, forms will be
available at meetings, or they can be downloaded and printed out from MSU’s website.

Jody Hall, our volunteer coordinator, will continue to send out e-mails regarding available volunteer activities.  There will be
sign-up sheets available for people to express interest in participating in specific activities.  Some of the volunteer opportuni-
ties for this year include the Dahlem Center, the Grass Lake Depot, the Special Olympics, the Kitt Young gardens (now near
completion), the spring plant sale, and the July garden tour.

Some of our members will be visiting Ralph’s current class of new Master Gardeners to talk about volunteer projects.  He has
offered to put together a PowerPoint presentation featuring our members working on various past projects, but needs pictures
to use.  Rene Shepherd and other members have pictures to submit, showing what our organization supports.

Sharon Parker, director of the Nature Conservancy, had a flyer describing seven different opportunities for obtaining volunteer
hours.  [Editor’s note:  These opportunities are listed on page 5 at the end of these minutes.]

Betty Lorenzi and Marolee Neuberger described the upcoming project at the health and dental clinic which serves children at
Northeast Elementary (and elsewhere).  We will help them plan and plant gardens near the entrance to the clinic, which they
will then maintain themselves.  They will also obtain all necessary materials and plants.  Ralph has approved this project to his

(Continued on page 5)



new class so they can work on their volunteer hours.

Ralph Heiden also reported that we are welcome to order items at a discount through the A. M. Leonard catalog when he
places his annual order for his current Master Gardener Class.  The order will be placed March 7 and should be received at
the Extension office by Friday of that week.  Money will be collected when the items are picked up.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sindy Bradley, Secretary

(Continued from page 4)

"Celebrate Our Trail" Saturday, April 22, 2006 from 9:00 to 1:00 p.m. Master Gardeners could join us at Lime Lake and
hike down the Trail to help us begin cataloging the fen flora and fauna. One of the big selling points to the DNR which re-
warded us with a $500,000 development grant is that we are protecting this prairie fen from quads and ORVs and future de-
velopment into homesites. We are very fortunate that the entire shoreline of south Lime Lake is county-owned property and
will never be developed now that we have secured the property.

So please spread the word and join us March 7 at Cascades Manor House and/or April 22 on the trail.   Thank you for your
help.

(Continued from page 1)

  Volunteer with the Nature Conservancy
1. Tree Sale week of April 17 through April 22. Volunteers are needed Monday afternoon to be on call so they can show up
within one hour to help unload the truck when it arrives.  On Tuesday through Thursday volunteers are needed from 8:30 to
4:30, on Friday from 8:30 to 6:00, and on Saturday, from 8:30 to noon. I need a lot of help for packing and answering cus-
tomer questions and filling out order forms for the day of the sale. You may help during any or all of these hours.  We have a
lot of fun and good food.
2.  Native Plant Sale on Friday, May 19, from 8:30 until 6:00.
3.  Office help needed the last week of March to help put workshop packets together for Native Plant Workshop.
4.  Office help needed anytime between April 3 through April 14.
5.   Planting trees at the Falling Water Trail on April 22.
6.  Move trees from Minard Park Nursery into the jackson County Parks at selected locations.  Date to be determined in late
spring.  If you can, adopt one of the trees to water and keep free from weeds until it is established.
7.  Move 300 trees from the nursery at Tompkins Town Hall and plant them on Stewart property for a windbreak.

There are many opportunities for you to learn and earn volunteer hours.  Please call Sharon Parker at the office at 782-7404
to find out.

GENERAL VOLUNTEER REMINDER:  If you are interested in any other of our volunteeer opportunities, contact Jody Hall.
She can give you the necessary details, and she also provides reminders of important upcoming events.  Call 782-7967.
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