


The Civic Mission of Schools’ Six
Promising Approaches to Civic
Education

1.

Provide instruction in government, history, law and
democracy.

. Incorporate discussion of current local, national and

international issues and events into the classroom,
particularly those that young people view as important
to their lives.

. Design and implement programs that provide students

with the opportunity to apply what they learn through
performing community service that is linked to the
formal curriculum and classroom instructions.

. Offer extracurricular activities that provide

opportunities for young people to get involved in their
schools or communities.

. Encourage student participation in school governance.

. Encourage student participation in simulations of

democratic process and procedures.

2006 Youth Issues and
Recommendations

1. Provide instruction in government, history,
law and democracy.

Increase the amount of civic education being taught in
schools. This will allow teachers to cover a wide range
of topics, such as:

- Government

- Law

- History

- Economics

Incorporate more simulations, field trips, speakers and
other resources in the classroom.

Incorporate the teaching of diversity into established
classes. For example, focus on marginalized groups
and social movements in American History courses.
Diversity education should include:

- Race

- Gender

- Sexual Orientation

- Religion

- Culture

- Ability

- Age
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- Socio-economic status
- Ideology
- Any other relevant forms of diversity

o Offer electives in civic education at the high school
level, such as:
- Advanced civics
- Advanced Placement American Government
- Law
- Current Issues
- Debate
- Foreign governments and politics

e Teach age-appropriate lessons on the structure and
function of government to younger grades.

e Have civics, diversity and government as electives in
middle school or elementary school.

e Teach about world religions and other cultures in
elementary or middle school social studies classes.
2. Incorporate discussion of current local,
national and international issues and events
into the classroom, particularly those that
young people view as important to their lives.

e Show news programs in school, and follow up with a
quiz and/or a discussion to ensure that students will
pay attention and stay engaged.

e Moderate discussion on current issues.

o Assign weekly reports on current events. The events
should relate to the subject that the class is learning
about at the time.

o Work with students to help them learn how to use the
Internet to find useful information on current issues.

e Hold debates on current issues:

— For some debates, assign the students a position.
This will require them to research and understand a
position that may not be theirs.

— In other cases, allow students to choose a position.
This will allow them to argue a position that they are
passionate about and to develop their own ideas.




3. Design and implement programs that
provide students with the opportunity to
apply what they learn through performing
community service that is linked to the
formal curriculum and classroom
instruction.

o Tie service opportunities to the curriculum and make
it the “learning lab” for civic education. Students can
learn about citizenship in the classroom, and then
they can practice it in the community in the same

way that they practice chemistry or physics in the lab.

¢ Require students to serve in a small way to get them
interested, and then they may continue to do it on
their own. Required community service can be
valuable because it gets young people involved. If
youth are required to do community service, they
may have a positive experience and decide to
continue.

o Offer a variety of different activities and give a
choice.

¢ Collaborate with the local government in order to find
projects that fill a need in the community and fit with
what the students are learning.

¢ Incorporate service into younger grades. Service can
be done as a class, rather than individually.

¢ Organize students to volunteer at a local polling
place for elections.

4. Offer extracurricular activities that
provide opportunities for young people to get
involved in their schools or communities.

e Fund-raise for the Red Cross with incentives for the
class that gives the most.

o Start a recycling club.
e Form a United Nations support club.

e Encourage involvement in 4-H and other community
groups that put a focus on civic education.

e Publish a community newsletter addressing issues of
citizenship.

e Use incentives to get students excited, but do not
make them the purpose of the activity.

¢ Encourage high schools to have debate teams that
compete with other local schools.

5. Encourage student participation in school

governance.

Discourage student elections as a popularity contest.
Often students don't listen to what the candidates
actually say; they only care if they are popular. Student
government cannot work if it is simply a popularity
contest.

Guide the student council toward an impact on school
governance beyond just planning social events.

Encourage students who are eligible (over 18) to run
for the school board.

Create a more rigorous application process to run for
student council. This will ensure that students only run
if they are serious about it, but it will preserve the
democratic element of voting for members of the
council.

Organize a group of students to attend all open school
board meetings. At these meetings, they can give
opinions on issues before the board and present issues
that are of interest to the students at their schools.

Create inter-school or inter-district exchanges so that
students can share information with one another.

o. Encourage student participation in
simulations of democratic processes and
procedures.

Know your subject. Context is important. Have
background on what is being simulated.

Be sensitive to controversy. A problem occurs when
controversial issues are censored. Teachers need to be
well informed, especially when it comes to controversial
issues.

Use a variety of topics and methods. Examples of
simulations include:

- Simulation of the politics leading up to the civil war
- Simulation of the Arab-Israeli conflict

- Legislative simulation

- Voting simulation for younger participants

- Mock trials

- Fantasy Congress

- Model United Nations

- Election campaign

Reflect. All simulations need a debriefing element, in
which students discuss what they experienced and
learned. One option is to have students write a
reflective essay on their experiences in the simulation.
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7. Make use of local and state In Conclusion
resources to make civic

education engaging for

“Civic education leads

to a bealthier To meet these recommendations:

democracy.”

—CEYAC members

Contact Information:

Cyndi Mark, Ph.D., Program
Leader

160 Agriculture Hall

East Lansing, Ml 48824

(517) 432-7602
E-Mail:
markc@anr.msu.edu

students.

Invite speakers from local
government. Although they are an
excellent resource, they are not
often used.

Take field trips to the State Capitol
(or to the seat of county
government). These places are also
not used to their potential.

Invite speakers from the state
legislature. They - and even staffers
- can also be an excellent resource.

Require students to attend local
government meetings.

e Train teachers to use new models.

e Provide incentives to schools such as
mini-grants and recognition of best
practices.

e Develop partnerships between
schools, community organizations and
government.

¢ Continue to dialogue about the need
for civic education.

e Putinto action the promising
approaches.

The Civic Mission of Schools Youth

Erin Biebuyck Advisory Committee would like to

Public Policy Program ) ) ichi iti

P e 8. Create incentives for thcm{e th'e Mzcb.zgan Coalition for
! ) o ) making it possible for youth to be

160 Agriculture Hall teaching civic education.

East Lansing, Ml 48824
(517) 432-7684

Require civic education curriculum.

Require a passing score on the

a part of the discussion on civic
education in Michigan.

E-Mail: _ _ : .
biebuyc5@msu.edu social studies portion of the e

Michigan Merit Exam (MME) for . .
Web: <chol grships. Educating for Democracy
http://web1.msue.msu.edu/cyf _
/youth/index.html e Establish a competitive grant Campaicy ror THE Crvic Mission oF Scioos

MSU is an affirmative-action,
equal-opportunity employer.
Michigan State University Extension
programs and materials are open to
all without regard to race, color,
national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height,
weight, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, marital status,
family status or veteran status.
Issued in furtherance of MSU
Extension work, acts of May 8 and
June 30, 1914, in cooperation with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Thomas G. Coon, Director, MSU
Extension, East Lansing, Ml 48824.
This information is for educational
purposes only. Reference to
commercial products or trade
names does not imply endorsement
by MSU Extension or bias against
those not mentioned. The name
“4-H” and the emblem consisting of
a four-leaf clover with stem and the
"H" on each leaflet are protected
under Title 18 U.S.C. 707.

program for schools with exemplary
civic education.
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